
Theory of Curriculum Junior Cycle reform 
– a synopsis of learning aims and classroom 

implications for authentic improvement in pupil learning

Dominant learning aims (outer circle) and student classroom activities (middle circle) 
in former, traditional Junior Cycle

Expanded learning outcomes (outer circle) and student classroom activities (middle circle) 
in new Junior Cycle framework and the Statements of Learning

Teaching requirements (inner circle) 
to promote effectively the full range of enhanced activities and learning aims

© Mark Fennell 2018

Civic, aesthetic 
& environmental

education / 
digital learning

Enduring 
motivation to 

learn /
   self-efficacy /                  

 academic  
resilience

Learning to 
learn / 

self-regulation 
of learning 

Problem
solving capacity 

/ higher order                        
thinking

Key skills & 
competences / 

Learner 
formation

Preparation
for  

examinations                 

Religious 
formation /
PE / SPHE /                                                 

CSPE

Procedural 
knowledge

Concepts

Facts

Collaborating 
Critically thinking 

Discussing
Taking responsibility

Formative
assessment /

Integrated model
for interactive

learning /
Complex learning 

intentions

Understanding / 
Recalling

Listening /
Answering   

Writing /      
Doing

Physical, social 
and mental 
wellbeing >

>

>

>

>

>

> >

>

>

>

>

School wide collaborative professional learning and alignment of practice 
+ School self evaluation / 2016-20 Quality Framework (LAOS)


